STUDIES IN
THE BIBLE

-d

=

ii

How We Got Our Bible
Lason t

You are about to begin a study of the world's most wonderful book. It has
often been called "the book" and rightly so for it is in a class by itself...Bible"
means ..book." Actually, it is a compilation of 66 books written by about 40
different authors scattered across many countries during a period of 1600 years.
The story of how this remarkable book came into being with each part fitting
perfectly into the others and with no real contradictions is most interesting. We
must conclude it could have come only from God.

How The Bible Was Written
The Bible is divided into two great divisions knvwn as the Old Testament
and the New Testament. The Old Testament is over three times as long as the
New Testament and its writing was completed about 400 years before the birth of
Christ. Originally the biblical books were hand written on animal skins
(parchment) or on paper made from the papyrus plant. Printing was not yet
invented, so every copy of an original bad to be made by hand. Therefore, copies
were rare and extremely valuable.
The 39 Old Testament books
were written in Hebrew, except for
small portions in the Aramaic
language. The first five· were written
by Moses about ISOO years B.C.
(before Christ.) During the next
thousand years the remaining books
were penned, and it appears that
Ezra, the scribe, brought them all
together into a single book (Nehemiah 8:S) about 400 B.C. In the third century
before Christ the first great translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to
G�k was made at Alexandria, Egypt. It was called the Septapnt (meaning
seventy) because it was supposedly translated by seventy scholars. Christ often
quoted this version or a Hebrew text similar to it.
The 27 New Testament books were written in Greek by eight men,
several of them apostles of Christ, in the.. first century A.O. (since Christ.)
The New Testament covers events occurring in that century, including the
life of Christ and the establishment of his church. As is true of the Old
Testament, all original copies have been lost or destroyed, and yet we have
writings substantially as they were penned. Many copies have been preserved
and are available for scholars to use in translating into other languages. The
� most important are the Vatican Manuscript at the Vatican in Rome,
written in the fourth century; the Alexandrian Manuscript in the British Museum
in London, written in the fifth century; and the Sinaitic Manuscript, also in the
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